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of Himſelf, from ſeveral Aſperſions caſt 
upon Him in the Pamphlet. a call'd 
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E XPOSTULATORY LETTER, 


S I R, e 8 
Preſume you would think your ſelf /;zhted, ſhould no 
Anſwer be return'd to your Expoſtulatory Letter, 
which you have had the Vanity to Re- print, when the 
Firſt Edition was not diſpoſed of. You introduce your 
Adarefe, proteſting, That®twas your [tention to write 
thing but the Truth ; For my part, I: will not pretend to 
enetrate the dark Receſſes of Human Minds, nor to judge of 
ens Intentions any further than they mx be fairly expoun- 
ed by their Actiaus. But this I may adventure to Arm, 
hat when ſo many abſolute Falſhoods have been obtruded by 
ou upon the World, your Readers muſt poſſefs an extra 
inery Meaſure of Candour and god Humour, to perſiyade 
m That PEAIN TRUTH is the Game which you purſue, 
the Mark ar which yen ICE oo I 
AS many Months have been taken up in the Compoſite of 
our Pamphlets, ſo you owh this to proceed from a F/arineſs, 
ot to make jour ſelf 4 Fol in Print (pag. 2.) ! But I could 
iſh, for the Honour of your Function, that you had ten 
qually ſolhcitous to avoid the contrary Character. For how- 
er ſome Men may have xz Fondneſs to ſu! part the Credit af 
eir InteRe&uals, tho“ at the Tame time they hazard the Ne. 
ation ofi their Moræis; yt, the Chriffian Philoſophy will 
0 A 2 | inform 


* 
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£4] 
inform us, That ore łnomn Impoſture, and wilful Calumny, 
infinitely worſe than ten thouſand Blunders, which are tie 
Effects of meer Weakneſs and Indiſcretion. 

I am = to think that, upon a Review, you are convinc'd, 
that the harſh, outragious Language with which we have been 
treated, needs an Apology; and therefore, to juſtify your Con- 
duct, you tell me, You have been combating Vice, and taken 

Liberty to Charge Home. p. 3.) This, I confe!s, is ſpo- 
ten like an Hero; but the Miſchict of it is, like other Roman. 
tick Champions, you have been attacking Caſtles in the Air 
Or, with the Anighis of another Order, you have ſhot be 
ond the Mark, and exceeded all the Bounds of Decenc; 
unh and Honour, Tis true, St. Paul ſtiles Blimas the 
Sorcerer Child of the Devil lb.] And did the Difſenters eu 
deavour to pertert Men from the Frofeſſion of the Chriſti, 
Faith; or were you under the Influence and Direfion of th 
ſame nfollibie Spirit which the Apoſtle was guided by; yo 
might be allowed” to give Characters as: well as he. Int 
mean time you may do well to conſider of his Important Que 
ſtion, Who art thou that 7 udgeſt another Man's Servant 
To his own Maſter he ftandeth or falleth. | 
BUT 'tis our Pretence to Piety (you ſay) that fills the Co 
venticle; tor which Reaſon, you are obliged to fear f or 
Maſts ¶ p. +] We thank GOD and the QUEEN, we hay 
Liberty to ſhow our Faces, and juſtify our Frinciples, beta 
all the World: And you, Sir, inſtead of pulling off the B 
gniſe, have clapt upon us an 2617 Vizard of vour own fram 
ing: Inſtead of repreſenting Us to the World what we real 
are, you have Aro us out in the moſt odious Colours P 
can invent, and drawn a moſt deform'd and monff rous Pi 
of a Diſſenter, from a Modelin your own Brain. Inſtead c 
proving our Nonconformity to be a Damning * vou ha 
s 


endeavoured to poſſeſs the World, that we are Rebe 
and the N H of Nen Sacrificing even 'TRUTH it felt 
this Uncharitable Purpoſe. This is what we complain of, 
-« molt Barharous, Unchriſtian Treatment. | 
Ion, that it is well-done to be 274 le Aﬀetted, prov 
ded it be in a Gord Thing, But there is ſuch a thing as a reff 
Inter perate, bitter Zeal, which has occaſioned a World 
iischief to the Church. This is, indeed, a Fury let Looſe 
Unchain'd; a Wild. fire enkindled by. a Spark fetch'd, n 
rom GOD's Alter, but the Devil's Forge. This is wii 
S7gots of all Denominations have uſually been inſpired wit. 


3 


, Villain 


HD — oY 


ſuch great Exceſſes ; leaving the Reader to ] 


— << — — 


RE 
fo that we have heard of ſome, who have Cut Mens Throats 
out of pure Kindneſs, Burnt their Bodies out of Pity to their 


Souls, and playd the Devil fer GO ſake, I will not pre» 


tend to determine what Paſlion tis that has tranſported —_ to 

as he ſees 
Cauſe: But this I muſt crave Leave to ſay, That notwithſtan- 
ding all the ſpeciows Pretences which you have made, I cannot 
perſwade my ſelf that our nicer Non-Commumion with the 
Church ef England, is the Object of your fierce Indignati m; 


for if it were, you would hate it in One as well as in Another. 


You tell the World, That the Author of The Wolf ſtript hes 
done as Cmſiderable Service to Religion, and the Eſtabliſwd 
Church, as any One Ferſon in the Nation, [Pl. Tr. p. 232.] 
And yet, tis very well known, and you have in my hearing 
acknowledg'd, that this very Gentleman joyns not to any part 
of the EfatliſfPd Church; but is a conſtant Separetri? from 


it. And it Careleſs Separation be ſuch a Damming Sin, wiy 


is it not Criminal in Mr. Lefly, as well as in Me, or Mr. Troſs? 


We attend on ſuch Aſſenblies as the Law allows; He frequemts 


ſuch Conventicles as the Law condemns: Yer We muſt be Ay. 
pocrites and Villains, whileſt He is a precious Saint, and a 


very conſcientious Man. I have owned the Efabliſb'd 


Church to be a NOBLE PART of the Reformation; on the 
other Hand, your Tutor has publiſhed to all the World, That 
it is chargable with down-right CHI &; which, in His 
and Your Senſe, is the Greateit of All Al minations. And 


* 
** 
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1 Regale and Pentificet. p. 24: FT Ibid. p. 5. 
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very beginning of this Cantrot 
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hence comes Father Lefty to have ſuch a Share in your God 


| Graces, tliat He ins a better Fate attending him, who is as 
much a paratiſt as the MWildeſt Fanatick in the Kingdom? 


This is uhat I know not how to account for, unleſs it be, that 
his Railing againſt the Whips, his Libelling the Puesbyterians, 
and the pron ting the intereſi of the Pretender, are ſuch Me- 
ritorious Actions in your Eves, that they can attone even tor 
Schiſm it felt, though you have ſet it upon the fame Foot with 
Murder and Rebellion. o.. Wn 
OU Argue,. That, becaufe I inſiſt upon Gentle Treat. 
ment, *tis a Confeſſion that my Cauſe is bad; to tender to be 
roughly handled p. 5] But this, Sir, is a wilfutMiſrepreſentation 
dt Me; I was ſo far from dliſfruſting my Cauſe, that in the 
ö 4 I gave you a publi Þ 

Challenge, to bring forth your ſtrong Reaſons, and produce 
thoſe Mighty, Arguments of which you were ſo Confident, 


that rhe World might Jude of their Validity And *twas 


near two Tears afterwards, before you could rally up your 
Forces, or fo. much as pretend to make good your Charge of 
SCHISM: againſt us. And that the Efforts which ou have 
fince made are very weak and impotent, will I hope, be 


hat you would quote your Authors fair 175 and like an h. 
af Diſputant; and advance nothing as Matter of Fact, but 


what you vun prove by good Autharit). This is what in Ju- 


ſtice, I may demand; and had you con ulted your own Repu 
tation, on would not have Controven' e. 
HAVING attempted to Juſtiſie your own Conduct, you 

ceed to quarrel with me ; and the firſt Thing you objec to 
Le j The pretended Deficiency of my Work, and that 1 have 


t fb. 4 great pant of your Book untouch'd[p.7}. Tis true, I was 


both to ſurfeirzthe Reader with a Nanſeous Repitition of wink 


was done and! ſaid at the intended Conference; for which Nea. 


fon, I took but little Natice of one Mhiety of your Book, 


 whichrelated entirely to that Affair; nor did I purſue your 


Method: inquriting Commentaries upon every Sentence; to 


peruert itꝭ true latent and Meaning. Had I trodden in Yoke 
Reps of weultiplying Words to uo Purpoſe, I muſt have writs 


ten Nine Books, and have ſpent between 4 and 5 Years in: the 
Compoſing of tem; which doubtleſs would have turned to 


- very fin Act Icnfeſs, I have taken no Notice of ſe. 


veral $teries you had advanc'd, and the Reaſon is, becauſe 


yau lui in Generals, which-are- incapable of a Fart rm, 
: 9 * ct] EL 1 ( rr 
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made 
uppear in due time. All that I did, or Go inſiſt upon is this, 
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Reply. Thus you tell us of ſome Diſenters here in Exomg 
that are for beating out your Brams; of others, that declare. 
they never can forgive yon: Put you refuſe to let us know 
who theſe implaeable Furies are; and what can I do in ſuch a 
Caſe, more than remind the Reader, that as he who has been 
Convicted of one Foryery, will not be admitted to give Evi 
dence in any Court of Fudicature? So when ſo» many Scand 
dals have been detected, thoſe: Random Tales deſerve to be 
treated with Contempt. Whether T have Vindicated my felt 
and Friends from the Imputation of Jeſuitiſm, Donati'm, & 
you and ISir muſt not pretend to be Judges, all ſuch as re 
ny Books wilb give their Verdict, and to them I reter my 
= THE next tiny you object to me, is theo Remark I made 
upon your Friend at Plymouth, but could you have confron- 
ded any of my Witneſſes in a like manner, tis eaſie to cons 
cure with what an Air of Triumph we ſhould have been in- 
$ilted, and witlr what Characters we ſhould have been painted 
dut. I have no quarrel with that Gentleman about his Ph. 
ſaphy or Learning, but his Certiſcate: which 1 àm verity 
perfwaded you your ſelf judge ſufficiently Confuted; 1 ſhalf 
therefore only add, that upon the ſtricteſt Enquiry I have beef 
able to make, I cannot uncerſtand that there is one ſina lt Fer- 
ſen who contradicts the Evidence I have produc'd, but many 
Vo are ready to confirm it. = eo 
THE Third Remark you make is upon my Ræiling, ¶ p. . 
24s you are pleaſed to term it. Tis true, I have taken Not ict 
af thoſe many Calummies and Falſhoods you have obtruded 
upon the World, and you have given me frequent Occaſions to 
renew my Complaints of chis arr ature; and ſurely Words have 
Been invented to no purpoſe, if 9— may not be made uſe o 
- when neceſſary, to expreſs thoſe Things that are ſignified an 
intended by em. Is for the Collection which you have made 
my Words, there is a wrong Turn given to mapy of them. 
Ts abſolutely untrue, in Matter of Fact, that l did call you- 
allithoſe Names which you have riddled up together ; I ne 
where direct ly ee that you were a paultry Braggado. 
cio, a Bully, or n black-mouth'd, Creature 5 if you will me 
theſe Characters your own, by w of Inferencę and Accom. 
zuodation, I cannot help that. Would the Neader be pleaſe 
do conſult my Expreſſions, as they lye in my Book, with the 
Ground and Occaſion of them, F make no ion but he” 
would ;z/tify, or at leaſt cenſe, the far grab part. The 
8 DES, | truth 
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truth on't 15, he that rakes in Dunghils, can ſcarce keep hint» 


elf free from all Defilements z and this is the Drudgery to 
which you have condemned me. You have made it my Pro- 


vence to Wipe away the Dirt and Filth you have fo plentifully 
thrown on the Dzſſenters, in doing which, it has been abſo- 
lutely P 17 11 to keep my Hands fo clean as I deſire. When 
We are Abuſed and n my Silence would be 
conſtrued a Confeſſion of our Guilt ; and if I detect your Ca. 

lunmies and Fal/boods, I am exclaimed againſt for Railing 
and 11 Manners ; but whether Juſtly or no, I muſt refer my 


ſelf to the Reader's Judgment. c 


- BESIDES, you ſhould firſt have pull'd out the Beam 
dut of your on Eye, before you pick'd Motes out of ano- 
thers; you ſhould have Corrected the Indecencies of your own 
Stile, before you Quar, J with your Antagomi?. For my 
art, I have brandiſd by Quill againſt none but ſuc}: as have 
made a direct Aſſault upon me: Whereas you ſcorn ſo mean 


Sacriſice as one ſingle Verſon; and the whole Body of the 


Presbyterians is imall enough to adorn the Triumphs of 
fuch a 97 Ny Champien, Burt let us ſee a little of your Ci- 


vility and Good-Breeding! The Diſſenters. in your Language, 


are a Partz, whoſe Malice is boundleſs; and their Outrægious 
Wickeaneſs, ſuch as may tempt People to Queſtion their 


Chriſtianity Pl. Tr. p. 770 They threaten every King o 
nglif 


Queen that wears the E Crown, and entertain Murde- 
ring Sims, 944 p. 186, 18. They are an Inſolent Party 
5 re; that pear * Tier 8 — 8 — all - Rojel 
Family (p. 193, 194. hey make ic oſitious, and 
write — ing 2 what is 8 I 96.) They di 
cule their very God, and mate a Jeff of Religion [P. 198. 
They are Tewporizing Subjects, and Rebellion is as Natural 


Wen a8 Breathing [p. 199.] Their Barbarity ſurpaſſes I. 
magination; they committed greater Villanies in Ten Tears, 


than Heathens and Mabometans ever did in many Ages, and 
their Principles are Looſe and.Blaſphemorns A, 202.] They 
are Vile Scriblers 1 _—_ and Treaſon is Eſſential to the 
Port 209.) In one Word, they are Horrid Mypocrites, 

206. } - Conftant Rebels | p. 200). Bitter Enemies to the 


Lords Supper Cp. 215.] Deteftable Villains [p. 232.] And 
de very Hun, A les . „ © l 3 ] 8 
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| THESE, Sir, are a few of thoſe Ro/es that grow in your 
IGarden, and were they all collected into one bundle, they 
ould doubtleſs make a very pretty Neſe ay. But, in good 
Earneſt, is this the Language of a Mafter of Arts, or a Po. 
er? Did you learn it at Cambridze, or Bilingſpate? Doubt- 
Jeſs this is as great an Argument of your Good-Breedinz, as 
your Stories and Quotations are of your Truth and Honcf y. 
A Fourth Remark you are pleaſed to make, is, upon my 
Logieh and ay of Arguing. When Perſons diſpute againſt 
he Opinions of others, nothing is more uſual than to endea- 
our to ſhow the Abſurdities and ugly Conſequencies which 
low from ſuch a Notion : And this has becn allowed a Juſt 
ay of Arguing by all the Authors that ever I ſaw. Accor- 
lingly I argued, That if thois Baptiz'd by Presbyterians are 
> Chriſtians, as you have aſſerted, that this Notion condemns 
Foreign Proteſtants ; all the Piſſenters at Hume, together 
ith ell ſuch both Clergy and Laity, as received ſuch a Ba- 
ſin perhaps 50 or 60 Years ago, tho? they now look upon 
hemſelves as true Sous of the Church. This Do@&rine robs 
hem of their Chriſtianity, and ſets them upon a Level with 
aber and moralized Pagans. That theſe Conſequences do 
aturally flow from your Doctrine, you cannot deny; and 
hey are ugly enough of all Conſcience, But is it any Com- 
ort to thoſe that are Danm'd, that there are many others in 
he ſame Condition [p. 14]? I never knew any ſo fooliſn as to 
uppoſe it; but Men ſhould be very Cautious how they ad- 
ance a Notion, which ſends two parts in three of all the Re- 
ormed Churches to the Nevil Nothing but Demaſtration 
an juſtify ſuch a cruel Sentence; and he that has the leaſt de- 
gree of Temper muſt needs deteſt ſuch a barbarous and ſows 
Dactrine. You demand, indeed, why I do not 72 the I'a- 
idity of my Orders : But pray Sir, What Proof do you ex- 
pect ? I have given you a Scripture Inſtance of Presbyters 
AYING ON HANDS, which implies a Power of Ordain- 
1g © And how weak and impotent your Cavils are againſt 
his Text, will, I hope, in a little time, be made appear. Be- 
des, as you have frequently affirmed our Ordination to be 
ul ; 1o, according to all the Rules of Diſputation, tis your 
Province to prove your Charge, and make good your Allega- 
ions. But where are thoſe Scriptures to be found, which ap- 
ropriate Ordination to a Prelate? What are thoſe ſtrong 
Founct at ious on which you build your poſitive Aſertion? We 
have indeed your Ford for it, pronounc'd with a PE 
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- © YOU add, That this has been the ſenſe of. the Chriftie» 


Pardon us, if we 


Prieſts have been Licenſed to do the moſt Eſſential Office of alk 
_ Biſbop. Now the RowanChurch pretends to be the Cathof 


hended almoſt all _— which is the greateſt part of the 
ther 


Ordination to be null and inualid. When you can publi 


Jou aſſirm'd in your fir ft, Pamphlet, that tis 4 very common 


well argue, that "tis no common thing for you to preach at 


they otherwiſe, yet they relate to Things done 50 or 100 Year: 


— : 
of Confiderice and Aſſurence ; and this, belike, muſt ſerveſ inc 
inſtead of Evidence and Demonſtration. ot 


World for 1500 Tears: But when you have betray'd ſo much 
Ignorence of Things tranſacted in the laſt Century, you muſi 

emuy to this Argument, and  /z/pe& your 
Acquaintance with the Univerſal Church to be ſuch, as 
to enable you. to determine of its true and genuine ſenſeſ al A 
for ſo. many ſucceſſive Ages, Beſides, you ſeem to be 


very ſenſible, that all this is nothing but a Bounce or a Flou. mon 


Fiſb, and that it was not really ſo in Matter of Fact; for you 
tell us in your Plain Truth, pt. 1. p. 139. That the Church 
of Rome allows \Preſbyters to Ordain; and that Ordinar 


lick Church, and before the Reformation it really compre-ſſupo: 


Chriſtian World ; an efore, if a great Part of the Chri- 
ſtian Church has Allowed Presbyters to Ordain (as youfſeme 
conteſs,) it muſt be abſolutely falſe, that the CatholichÞle t. 
Church, for 1500 Years together, hath declared ſuch an 


to the World ſuch groſs and palpable Contradictions, tis toff 

me an evident demonſtration, that your Caſe is very weak, 

and your Paſſions very ftrong. Top | 
YOU proceed, in the Fifth Placs, to rally your bafed anc 


defeated Forces, in order to renew the Charge of Feſuitiſm, 


thing for Romiſb Emiſſaries to preach and pray in the Con 
venticles of Diſſenters. To this I obje&ted, That tho? ou 
Religious Aſſemblies have been publick theſe Twenty Yearsf 
yet one inſtance of that Nature has not been given in all that 
time; which makes it very probable, that yon do ſcarcely be: 
lieve your own Tale. To which you reply, That I might ai 


K. Mary Arches, becauſe you did not preach there laſt Sunday, 
[Pp. 5. ] As if there were little or no difference betwixt One Sun: 
day and 7wenty Tears. This is ſuch a Cobweb excuſe; ſo ver 

thin and trifling, that the dulleſt Eye can ſee through it: So 
dry and hungry a Conceit, that the moſt vulgar Stomach can 
not digeſt it. I have demonſtrated your Stories about theft 
Jeſuites, to be partly Falſe and partly Impertinent ; were 


ſince 


4 


2 


: E | 
rveſt ſince, and therefore can be no Argument, that theſe -Spar#s 
are no uſed to Preach and Pray amongſt the Diſſemters. 
aan This is your Accuſation, for which Ldemand either a Proof, 
nichl or a Recantation. a 
ultY AS for the Remark of Biſho 1 which you ſcem 
our to triumph in, ?tis entirely built upon the Story of Faithful 
a2 Commin, which that ou Man did not confider with his uſu- 
nſeſ al Accuracy. And as J have proved it to be an ilkcontrived 
beſ and filly Fable, moſt abſolutely inconſiſtent with our com- 
oe · mon Statute Books, and the Publick Records of the Kingdowe, 
vouſſo, the Foundation being once de ſtroyd, the Superſtructure 
rehſtalls to the Ground of it ſelf. 3 
4 HOWEVER, ſince you have thought fit to republiſh a Cou- 
of afiple of Tales in order to prove us the Offspring of the Feſuites, 
hol ſnall take this opportunity to make ſome Animadverſions 
pre · upon them. The firſt Inapertinence which you produce, is 
theſthe Fefuites Letter to the Rector of their Colledge at Bruſſels, 
bri-fin which is this Expreſſion, I can't chuſe but laugh to ſee how 
Vouſſome of our own Coat have accoutred themſelves, tis admira- 
lichle to ſee how im Speech and Geſture they act the Puritan, 
ap. 15.] To which I reply: | 
lin 1. THIS Letter bears Date in March 1628, more than 
s too Years ſince; and therefore, it can be no Evidence, that tis 
u for thoſe Seducers to preach amongſt Diſſenters now, 
rbich is the Thing you were to prove. : | 
2. THE Author of this Letter affirms not that they 
REACH D among the Puritans : But ſuppoſe they did, this 
night be in publick Churches; for {as I have proved from Dr. 
uller) a great many Men were ſtigmatiz'd with the Odious 
ame ot Puritans, who were thoroughly Conſormable to the 
SPi/cipline of the Church, becauſe they diſliked the High He- 
gus and Notions of Bp. Laud, and his prevailing Faction. 
3. IF what the Author of this Leiter affirms be true, the 
feſuites had the greateſt Intereſt among the High Church Par- 
“For thus he writes, Now we have planted that Sove- 
reign Drugg Arminiamſm, which we hope will purge the 
| Proteflants from their Hereſy, and it flouriſhes and bears 
Fruit in due Seaſon *. It you underſtand any thing of the 
Hiſtory of thoſe Times, you muſt know that the Puritans then 
Were as Irreconcileable to Arminiani ſin, as you now are to Cha- 
Fitz and Moderation; whileft Bp. Laud, and his Creatures, 
„ _ were 
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were the Grand Promoters of it. This Jeſuite further adds, 
That ſome of bis Faction were always at the D. of Bucking-|| 


© haw's Chamber-door, who was K. CHARLES s prime P. 
© vourite. We ſhew the King (ſays this Raſkal) how he may 
© tree himſelf of his Ward; and tor his great Splendor and 
© Luſtre, how he may raiſe a vaſt Revenue. That is, in o- 
ther Terms, how he niay Rule without a Parliament. He 
mentions the Attempt ot bringing over German Horſe, to be 


a Contrivance of tte Church Catholicks, and names the Ar. 


minians and Projectors, in expreſs Terms, as the Tools which 
they made uſe of to accompliſh their Heſigns. So that tis e. 
vident, from this very Letter, That tho* theſe Roywiſh Je ſu 
ites might 7ometimes Counterteit the Puritans, yet their prin 
cipal and moſt ſucceſful Correſpondence lay amongſt the 
Courtiers and High Church. men. Wreretore, you have don 
your ſelt no Service by producing this Inſtance. 


MUCH leſs by the Quotatian you have given us of Cromwell 


Speech, in which you repreſent him affirming, That there wen 


multitudes of Romiſh Emiſſaries in England, who ſeduced th 


people, and were the chief Preachers and Elders in mo*t ſepa 
rate Congregations We Theſe Words are preterde 
to be found in a Speech made by Oliver to his Parliament in tt 


Pamted- Chamber, Sept. 4.1654. When I firſt aw this Citatio 


I vehemently ſuſpeRed Foul Play; but not being able to get 
fight of this Speech, I took no Notice of it in my Reply, fe 
which you ought to have bleſt your good Stars, and been | 
lent: But fince yon have thought fit to re-print this Accra 
tion in your Expoſtulatory Jetter, and triumph over me as 
you had, by this Inſtance, proved Us all Ze/rites in Alaſqu 
rades, I have, fince the finiſhing my laſt Book, renewed m 


tarded my Anſwer tir 'ome time, yet I do not repent it, h 
ving procured what I ſought for; and therein ſich a flamir 


. Inflance of down-right Falſhood, that it muſt make a det 


Impreſhon on you, it you are not Caſe-hardened to a tran; 
Degree: For theſe are Cremwel's Words (having ſpoken of t 
Ledellers and Fifth Monarchy Men, he thus expreſſes hu 
ſelf): © We know very well that Emiſſaries of the Zeſuit 
never came in thoſe fwar:ne, as they have done ſince th 
A bings were ſet on toor, And I tell you, that divers Ge 
© #lemen here can bear Witneſs with me, Low that theſe ha 
© kad a Conſiſtory abroad, that rules all the Affairs of Thin 
in England, from an Arch b (bp with other Dependar 
| Up 


% 


Cy tor this Piece of CromwePs; and though this has rfl 
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© upon him. And _{y had fixed in England (of which we 
| © are able to produce the particular Inſtruments in moſt of the 
© Limitsof the Cathedrals) an EPISCOPAL POWER, with 
© ARCH-DEACONS, Cc. and had Perſons Authorized to 
© Exerciſe and Diſtribute thoſe Things who pervert and de. 
6 ceive the People. Theſe are Cromwel's Words, and all that 
he fays concerning Popiſh Emiſſaries To which you, like an 
Honeſt Man in your kind, have added, That they were Prea- 
chers and Elders in mott ſeparate Congregations, And that 
this is an abſclute Fiction of your own, I am ready to demon- 
ſtrate to any Gentleman that deſires it, by producing this very 
Speech; and I hope, they that will not credit me, will yet 
believe their own Eyes. | | . 
NOW then, to Expoſtulate the Matter a little with you: 
When you can foiſt in àa whole Sentence into your Author, is 
this but the miſtaking of 4 Figure, or the Printer's Error? 
Would not Seneca, or Tully, or any Generous Pagan, be a- 
ſhamed of ſuch a ſcandalous Impoſture? Have you ſubdued 
the M-defty of the Humane Nature? Or do you look upon it 
as a Notable Attainment to be beyond a Senſe of Bluthing ? 
Doth not the Charge of Feſwitiſm recoil into your own Bo- 
ſom? Have we not too much Reaſon to ſuſpect that you be- 
long to that High-flying Church, which gives Countenance to 
pions Frauds? And that you have imbibed the Principles of a 
certain Famous SOCIETY, which allows of Lying and Equi- 
vocation, provided that the Intereſt of HOLY MOTHER 
CHURCH may be promoted by it? I profeſs, I ſtand ama- 
zed at your prodigious Confidence, that when I had taken no 
Notice of ſuch a Fergery, you would dare to re-print it, and 
thereby provoke me to examine this L:e9tatzon, and expoſe 
your Impoſture to the whole World. I can no other way ace 
count for this Extravagant Conduct, but that you thought it 
impaſſible for me to get a fight ot! Cramwel's Antiquated 
Speech, which was not indeed obtained but after a long En- 
uirv. 8 
IN the Sixth Place, you repeat the Charge ol Danatiſus; 
but as you have — nothing that is #2, ſo I muſt refer 
the Reader to what has been already aid on that Head, which 
you have not pretended to Contute. in any One Particular. I 
aye proved, That the Donatifts were Condemned for S 
meticks, becauſe they Confined the Catholick Church to their 
own Party, I have called upon you, to name that one Society 
in the whole Chriſtian Ji orld, which ou can joyn in Cem 
EA mimion 
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Boot which deſerves to be called 4 


World in. the Names of Mr. 


Ido further Charge you with publiſhing ve | 
which are abſolutely Falſe in Matter of Fact; particularly, 


=! 
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enmion with, befides theſe of the Epiſcopal Party in Eng. 
Jand and Ireland : This is what you have not done, but in- 


ſtead thereof, you Condemn all Foreign Proteſtants, as havin 
no Lewful Miniffers, nor Valid Sacraments. And whil 
ou entertain theſe narrom and uncharitable Principles, I 


muſt leave the World to iudge, Whether a Spirit of Donatiſne 


hath not poſſeſſed you 
IN the Seventh Place, you pretend to give an Anſwer to 
my Charge of Forgery and Falſboad; but had you not been 
Conſcious to your ſelf of Foul Play, you ſhould have made 
ſome Reply to thoſe particular Iuſtances which I produced. 
"Tis hardly paſſible (you ſay) but you, or your Printer, ſbowuld 
put down awrong Figure p. 20.] True; nor have I reckon'd 
any thing of this Nature amongſt your AGATISMS. The 
miſtaking of a Figure, or a Page, is an 4ccidewt pardonable 
in all Writers: But when you add whole Sentences of your 
own to the Authors which you cite, there is not an MHoneff 
Fury in the Two Kingdoms hut will find this to be Malice 
gropenſe, and a premeditated Deſign to Stab the Honour, and 
urder the Reputation, of your Innocent Neighbours. You 
tell me indeed, That if Icam ſbew any one Thing in your whole 
2 you will yield the 
Cauſe, and made 4 public Recantationſ Ih. J. Sir, I am deſirous 
of nothing more than to joyn Iſſue with you on this very 
Head : If therefore the foiſting in of Fords and Sentences into 
the Authors which you quote be FORGERY, I do by theſe 
Preſents accuſe you of it. And to bring the Matter to a ſpee- 
dy Deciſion, if you will chuſe three or four of your a It 
will meet you with an equal Number of mine, and make good 


my Charge againſt you: And I do hereby CHALLENGE you 


to bring your Honey to ſo fair a Tryal. I will further un- 
dertake, to lay the Long-Parliament Sermons upon the Ta- 
ble, and ſhall then Demand of you, to ſhow the Company 
that Barbarous Harangue which you have preſented to the 
| | arſhal, Lobe, Caſe, and o- 
thers{ PL. Fr. p. 167.] and to produce thoſe Sermons in which 


thefe Men did Encourage the Kiny's Murder, and recommend 


it publickly in their P lpits and in Print, as a Lawful Action. 
And if you caunot produce” any ſuch Expreſſion, (as I am ve- 
rilyv perſwaded you cannot) 
my and Scandal of an IMPOSTOR. 


o 


many Things, 


That 


you will lie down under the Infa- 


Se IG. Io ß 8 jd > W 3x $ 


1 


| That the Engliſh Presbyteriaus diſputed Her. Majeſty's Suce 


ceſfion to the Throne; That there id not One Reign in which I 
and wy Followers have not promoted Rebellim, &c. with 
many others of à like Nature. Theſe Things 1 dare and def} 
ou to prove, or otherwiſe People will conclude, that you are 
nfluenced by him whoſe Character it is to be a FALSE AC. 
CUSER ot the Brethren, 2 
YOU may ſpend an Age in wrangling about a Inuatty Com. 
troverſy ; but Matters of Fact are ſevere Things, and capa- 
ble of a more eaſy Deciſion. You have been pleaſed to intro. 
duce Cronewel declaring to his Parliament, That Ro- 
miſh Emiſſaries were the chief Preachers and Elders in mos 
ſeparate Congregations, You are ſo very fond of this Tale, 
and lay ſuch a Streſs upon it, -that you have printedit no leſs 
than three Times: On the other hand, I do with all poſſible 
Aſſurance affirm, That Crommel ſaid no ſuch thing. I have 
his Speech by me, whole and entire, printed in the Year 1654, 
which I am ready to produce; to that I make my Appeal: 
And then every one that is able to Read, may certaig]y deter- 
mine whether Plain Truth lies on your fide or mine. And the 
ſame may be ſaid of thoſe other Inſtances I have produced. 
BUT you pretend to be mighty Fond of a CONFERENCE, 
and therefore you give me a Pablick Challenge : This you 
think the only Remedy to end the Controverſy. Withour all 


Doubt a very Reaſonable 1 ! You have ſpent a Lear 


and half in raking together all the Calumnies vou can thinkof 
in Order to BLACKEN and DEFAME Us, and now an End; 
muſt be put to the Controverſy by an Aſternoons Chat 4 


very prett Expedient to ſalve your Reputation]! And hin- 


der the Diſcovery of your Foul Dealing. I am very Deſirous 
that the Plzifter ſhould be as broad as the Sore, and my De- 
fence as publick as your Accuſation ; tor which Reaſon, I am 
not very fond of ſuch a Concluſion, But to infer, That: 
am Afraid, or Aſhamed, to haus my Principles examined, 
when Lpubliſh them to the World, and ſubmit them to the 
Cenſure of all Mankind, tis ſuch a RARE DISCOVERY that 


I do by no Means envy you the Honour of it. 'L 


As for the Noiſe you make about a Conference, I have ofter 
told you, That if you bedefirous to debate the Matter in Diſc 
pꝛete betore a ſelect Company, I will not decline it; but fee 
no Reaſon to N a Scribe inſtead of the Printer; nor any 


Authority that you have to unpoſe on your Antagoniſt thoſe 


Laws, by which the Combat muſt be managed. | 
| ; 7 


| 16] 
10 U Conclude with an Obſervation of my Activity and byt 
Karneſtneſs to om the Separation | p. 21.] But in this You 
are greatly Miſtaken ( to uſe the Mildeſt Term): *Tis none of n 
my Cuſtom to entertain my Hearers with furious Invectives ©. 
againſt the Church of England; Thad miich rathet be an In-  : 
ftrument of Reconciling One Soul to the Practice of Piety and 
Virtue, than to Win Ten Thouſand to my particular Opini- 
on. If I have at any time expreſſed any Warnith, tis againſt 
Calummy and Detraction; and this will Juſtify a little Heat. 
I never made it my Buſineſs to prejudice Men againſt the 
Common-prayer ; tho I am verily perſwaded, GOD may be 
Worſhipped as acceptably without it; and doubt not but that 
they who find a Variety of Expreſſion, more apt and preper to 
command their Attention, — raiſe their Afections, may ve- 

| ry well be Juſtified in their een of it. | | 
| Y QU proceed in Your Tragical Complaints againſt us, Our 
Uo Diſſent has made Atheiſts, Deifts, &c, *Tis the Bans of all 
ji | Godlineſs and good e eee ; It eats out the very 
i Heart of Religion, and does the greateſt Diſſarvice to God 


7 
; 2 
| if Almighty [P- 22. ] 'This Declamation brings to my Remem- 
[if brance thoſe fierce and cruel] Qutcries which were made againſt 
the Primitive Chriſtians by the Ancient Pagans, who imputed 
[| to them all the Misfortunes that be fel the Roman Empire, If 
it there were Wars, Peſtilence, or Inundations, the Vulgar C la- 
Wh mour was, (Chriſtianos ad Leomes) Let the Chriſter, be 
5 thrown to Lions * : As if this was the only Sacrifice to appeaſe 
LI the Angry Deities, and remove the Judgments which they 
were groaning under. Juſt thus you are ready to conclude, 
i it there be Deiſts or Sociniansin 0 Land; if 4 be Feuds 
11 and Contentions amongſt Angry Men, the Diſſenters muſt 
[5 bear the Blame of all. But, in good earneſt, were there no 
? Atheiſts in King Charles Reign? Was Chaſtity the Mode at 
is Court? Or were Temperance and Sobriety Faſhionable Vir. 
[-4; tues, whileſt the Diſſenters were under Hatches ? I may, with 
| nuch more Juſtice and Truth, aſſirni, That the Preaching of 
Diſſenting Miniſters diſcountenances Vice, and promotes 
practical Chriſtianity ; than You can, that *tis the Bane of all 
Ty Neligion. As for thoſe Contentions which You object unto 
| | Us, have often told You, that if there be any Diſſenters of 
if | an uncharitable and cenſorious oy 8 they are none of the 
F Perſons whoſe Quarrel I eſpouſe: J diſlike Brgotry in a Preſ< 
| | bjterian, 


- # Tertull. Apol. 
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14 h terian as much as in a Church. Man 


Before you object 
this any more unto us, I deſire you to prove, that you have 
of | more Charity for me, than I have for you; of which yet you 
„ | have given us but little Evidence. EIN. 
we You conclude your Letter with a Noiſy Repetition of what 
du have ſo often told us, That SCHISM is a — Sin : 


"| That Mr. Baxter, and others, ſpeak very hard of it. To 
6” which I have this ſhort Reply to make, That we ſhould firſt 

be CONVICTED, before we are CONDEMND :- That 
till you have prov'd us guilty of ſame real Crime, your ſpits 
be ug Fire is but like Powder without Ball : And your thunder- 
ing Menaces, but ſo many Randoui Mots, which do not at all 


to 12 ect us. 3 | | | ; 

e. Since the publiſhing my laſt Book, I have taken notice of a 
© moſt ane xceptionable Authority, which confirms what I there 
1, Iinſiſted on, about the Origina of our late Civil War. Tis 


the Dying Speech of Kiny Charles the Firſt, who thus e. 
preſs'd himſelf, when on the Fatal Scaffold: © I call God to 
27 Witnefs ſays he) that I never did intend to 7ncroach upon 
their [the Parliament's] Priyiledges : They began upon 
© me. It is the MILITIA THEY BEGAN UPON *. 


Hence 'tis evident, the Squabble did not begin about the 


3 Biſhops and Conimon-Praper, as you have vainly ſurmiſed. 
"wi And you muſt make the Royal! Martyr go out of the World 
be (with a Lye in his Mouth, wherever you pretend to confront 


[what I have offer'd on that Head, | 
And ſeeing you ſo frequently object to me Rebellious Prin- 
iples, I ſhall crave leave to mind you of one Piece of Hiſtory. 

en the Prince of Orange landed upon our Coafts, the Earl 
F Devonſhire, with ſeveral others, appeared in Arms at Not- 
ingham ; where they publiſh'd a Declaration, in which they 
hus expre's'd themſelves : We own it Rebellion to reſiſt a 
King that governs by Lam: But he was always accounted 
a Tyrant, that made his Will the Law: And to reſiſt ſuch 
of | an one, we juſtly eſteem no Rebellion, but a neceſſary Dee 
fence} . Her Majefty that now Reigns, and the preſent Be 
11 Fop of London, were fo tar from ſinelling Mere/y or Treaſom 
n this Declaration, that they went to Nottingham, ard 
of ally joyn'd thoſe very Gentlemen that made it . I know 
the to Diſſenter who ſays more than _— And he that ſays leſs, 
2 N 5 | | Ct. 
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4 Works of K. Char. p. 208. Þ Kennets Memwirs of the 
emily of Cxrendith, p. 41. | Lf. of Engl. v. 3. 5. 499. 


© ters at an highrate ||. On the other Hand, Dr. Bates — 


187 


not only condemns the late Revolution, but ſhakes the Foun- 


dation of that Throne, on which Queen Anne {5 gloriouſly 


Ta > 1 e 

Before I take my leave of you, I muſt again take notice of 
your. Accuſation, That wo are in Confederacy with all the 
Deiffts, Socinians, and Libertines in the Nation, | Plain 


| Truth, p. 95.] of which you have not produc'd one Proof: 
Whereas I can give you many Iuſtances of Church-Men pro- 


pagating theſe Principles, an begin at Geneſis, which one of 


them has repreſented to the Worl 


© Origin and Creation of the World; but of Adam, the firſt 
* Tranſyreſſion, and the Serpent, 18 NOT TRUE IN IT 
6 SELF; but ſpoken purely to comply with the dull 


© Iſraelites, and to humour thoſe ignorant Blockheads, who 
© 1imelt ſtrong of the Onions and Garlick of Egypt. Can 
any thing be written with a prophaner Air? Or that has a 


eater Tendency to make reveal'd Religion the Scorn of 


Atheifts and Buffoons? And yet this is not the Language of al M 


Diſfſenter, but a famous Doctor of the Church. Near a-kin 


to this, is that Scurrilous Book, call'd A Tale of a Tub, 


which [ find charg'd upon a Clergy-Man's Account ; and 
tis one of the ſame Character, who has Lampoon'd Religion 


under the Name of Prieft-Craft. Twas an Oxford Doctor 


that wrote the Naked Goſpel : And even the Accurſed Author 
(as you call him) of the Rights, was a Graduate in that Umni- 
verſity, and Fellow of a Colledge. Has not Mr. Dodwell, that 


1 l as a pure Romance. Hull 
-- © the Accounts (/ays he) given by Moſes, not only of the 


Tr 
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great Aſſertor of Epiſcopacy, done mighty Service to Religi- 


dn, bx attempting to prove, That the Soul of Man is Natw- 


rally Mortal? And the fame may be ſaid of Dr. C.- s Se- 
cond Thoughts, Was Tom. Brown a Diſſenter? Or any of the 


Makers of Plays, who have dehauch'd the Age by their Lewd - 


Writings? Had Hobs and Blunt their Education amongit the 
Presbjterians? Dr. Edwards tells us, © That ſome of the 
© Socinians have been, and ſtill are, profeſsd Members of ti 

© Church of England ; whilſt theſe Sparks rattle the Diſſen- 


75 
com 


plain 


ſented an Address to King William, in the Names of the 
fenting Mimiſters, Rouemb. 22. 1697. in which they 


* 


=" Vid. Edwards Strle of the Holy Scriptures, p. 3 5. 
+ Wottons Defence of his Reflections, p. 539. | 
Edwards Socinian Creed, p. 183. | Ibid. p. 16%, 
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plain of theſe Sochnian Do&rines, and defired that a Stop 


might be put to the Licentiouſneſs of the Preſs. And tho? you 


have taken the Liberty to link us with Hereticks and Deiffs, I 

don't believe you can name one Diſſenter in England, who 

hath appeared in Vindication of their Opinions, - 
WOULD it not be thought too great a Preſumption for a 


poor Non-Con to Adviſe a Maffter of Arts, I would recom 


mend a few Things to you at parting ; particularly, that you 


Acquaint your ſelf a little better with C ronology; which may 


pre vent the rendring your ſelf Ridiculaus, by talking of Con. 
venticles amongſt the Scotiſh Covenanters in 41, or Presbyte- 
rian Meetings in England in 1650. Nor would it be amiſs 
if you did ſometimes caſt an Eye upon a Map, for then you 


would not talk of going from Africa to Rowe by Land, as in 


your Plain Truth, p. 102; nor Cavil with me for ſuppoſing 
we muſt cro's the Seas: For though your Project. be not abſo- 
lutely impoſſible, 'tis ſuch an Extravagant Ramble as never 
Mortal undertook, But above all Things, I would recom- 
mend to your Serious Thoughts this Direction in your own 


3 To keep your 1 from Evil Speaking, Lying 


and Slandering; and to publiſh nothing for the future, a. 
Matter of Fall, but what you can prove. However this Ad- 
vice may be taken, I am ſure tis well intended by 


SIR, 


Tour Humble Servant, „„ 
John Withers. 
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The Reader is defired to Correct theſe Errors in Truth 
 Try'd, Part 2d, page 56. line 40. for Legends read Le- 
gions; p. 64.1. 4. read 1592; p. 84. I. z. read burnt. 
With ſame other Literal Miſtakes, which he is defired te 
pardon. LOS 


«ffefted to the Sacrament of the Lords. Spen- | 
l am ſure I never gave any Occaſion for this Unchavitable 


encourage them to receive it, but rather ' diſſmaded them, as 
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Mr. TKOSS his Vindication 
of Himſelf, Sc. 
HEREAS Mr. Agate, in his Plain Truth, p. 182. af- 


WW firms, That if Common Fame be not 4 vreater Lyar 
than ſhe ſometime proves to be, My. Troſs can tell us of a 
Leading Man of the Party, that kept a Feat every Tear on 
the 30th of January: | | 

I foJemn 4 declare, I am fo far from rowing any ſuch 
thing, that I never had the Jeaff Notice of it till now, and I 


believe it was never reported before. Tam per{waded it never 


was the Practice of any One of Our Society. Iknow none of 
hem but do abhor That Day®s Bloody Ad; which I account 
a moſt Rebellious and Peri vios MURDER, and onc of the 
Greateſt SCANDALS that ever was given to the Proteſtant 
2 ; Which I have Condemned in my Sermons. As lor 
that Mittici ſus of 7 gents being always at the Table, 
I kad rather fit with Sch an One, than with a Vipes's Heart; 


there being Jeſs Evil in a Su without Brains, than, in a 
Heart full of Malice and Rancour. = | 


AND whereas tis ſuggeſted, p. 2197, 15 if I were not well. 


and e Celumny. For during the Time of the Se- 
wereit Ed:fts againſt Converticles, and their mot? Rigorous 
Execution, I Adminiſtred it Monthly in nine own Hou,e ; ha- 
zarding thereby the Fine of my own Perſon, of my Houſe, and 
my Inpri ſonment tor Six Months, And as to my difſwading 
of eg Dying Perſons from receiving thai ſacred Ordinance, 
I did it in a Reverential Regard f when I found 
them wiſerab!y Ignorant, and ſuch as had not the leaſt ſhem 
of any gracious Preparation for is, and therefore durſt not 


knowing that they that eat the Bread, and drink the Wine, 
not diſcerning the LORD Body, do greatly profane that 
Holy Sacrament, and cat and drink Damnation to themſelves. 


1 

dare not Adminiſter the Lords-Supper to ſuch Ignorant 
Brutes, however others may do. I remember, I went once 
to viſit ſome Condemned Perſons in the Goal, and Exa:nining 
them about ſuch Things as were —_— for their Pre parati- 
on, for their S-wls good and ſafety ; I atked one ot them, What 
the LORD CHRIST was? He aniwered me, An Image. And 
Ltound him an all other Particulars as perfectly Ienoraut as if 
he had never breathed in a Chriſtian Climate. Yet I was Cre- 
dibly informed, That that very Day, or the next, the Ordi- 
nary delivered to this very Perſon the Lords-Yupper. Wee 
ther this be a Veneration, or a Proſtitution of the Hacrament, 
let others judge I dilwade Dying Perſons from the Lords. 
Supper, and that even thoſe whom I have cauſe to believe to 
be real Saints, and that becauſe they are dying - lor I am ful- 
y per ſwaded, that a Man may be fit for Heaven, who is unfit 
tor the Lords-:)upper ; for Wen real Saints are dying, tho? 
their Faith intitles them to Heaven, and their Holineſs fits 
them for Heaven, yet their dying Poſture, or Agonies, unfits 
them for the Lordso- Supper. For how can they who are /{rupe 


ng with Death, labouring under great Pains, or ſinking un- 


der expiring Faintings, who can ſcarce ſpeak two or three 


Words in a Breath; how can they be thought capable of com- 


Native Place, For they wha 


ſing their Thoughts about thoſe Objects, devating their 
Hearts toward them, and acting all thoſe Graces which are 
neceſſarily required ta an Evangelically Worthy Receiving of 
the Elements, and the Body and Blood of CHRIST Repre- 
lented, Exhibited and Sealed by them? I think tis very in 
probable, and next door to inpaſſible; and therefore I ftill ds 


Idiſſwade ſuch Neat and Dying Perſ9ms from Receiving of the 


Szcrament, and ful thall do, till I be Convinced of the con- 
trary to this my Fer ſivaſiam. And all this out of Reverere te 
the Ordinance, and Love fo Souls, 


IN Page 236. according to his Extravagant and Inexcuſez- 
ble Rhet:rich, ſurpaſſing all Truth and Credibility, he ſaith, 
That ] am even Adored bythe Niſſenttu Party; but eſpeci- 
ally by the Female Sex, az though I delighted to Ingratiate 
my ſelt with them: 1 

Whereas I really believe Mr. Avate, within tho'e few 
Months he hath been in our City, hath had more Acquain- 
tance, and intimate Conver/e with them, than I have had 
throughout thoſe many more Years of mine Abode in this my” 
are acquainted with me, know 

me 
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 wmmony, But to prove this fal/e and ungrouuded Accufation, | 


them to wear his Picture among the re, 
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concerning me. I confeſs, in py Youthful Days I. was Vain 


— 4 me 
2 —— — 
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— — — 


then, hate the Diſſenters with an intenſe and irreconcileable 
Hatred; for had I Died 7z it, I am certain I ſhould have been 
Damned for it: For St John tells us, 1 Epiſt. 3. 15. $hoſo- 


were my Brethren by Nature, of the ſame Fleſh and Blood; 
they were my Brethren in the Chriſtian Religion, proftſſing 


— — — Re W — — ᷑ eG: — 


1 2 : 
me to be an Afecter of Retiredneſs, and of a Reſerved Hu. 


he ſuperadds another palpable Forgery, That tis no uncom 
nn Thing (which is as much as to ſay, tis frequent) for 

5 of their Lockets : 
Whereas I know but of Three Perſons that do to, and they ne- 
ver aſked my Leave, nor had my Approbation--- I am ſo 
far from being Ambitious of having the Hd of my $SHA- 
DOW left behind me, that, though J have been deſred and 
ſollicited to have my Picture drawn, yet I would never be 
3 to Sit one Minute for it; being rather willing to 
Leave a few Good Works behind me, for a Memorial, than the 
moſt exqu ſite Picture that ever Apelles drew, or the moſt pro- 
portioned Statue that ever Proxitiles carved, 


IN Page 236, 237. He Uncharitably, Scandaloufly and 
Baſcly hints, That if he ſhould undertake to write the Hiſfory 
of my Life, he ſhould fain my Fame, and Church-Men 
world not deſire my. e at their Dying Moments. 

Surely Mr. Agate muſt have ſome Extraordinary Revelati- 
ons concerning me, for I don't believe any of my Fellou-Citi- þ 
zens ever gave him ſuch # ſcandalous, diſgraceful Character þj 


and Frollicking, and guilty of Eætravagancies, which I ſhall 
Repent of as long as 1 live; but not of any Groß, Notorious 
Crime, However I lived then, I might have been deemed 
AMoraly Virtucus in Compariſon of tome other Young Men of 
thoſe and theſe preſent Days. If were then guilty of any En- 
ormity, it was when I was like Him, as furious a Zealot a- 
gainſt all Diſſenters as any in the City, and as High. fon as 
the Higheſt Church-Man of them ali: And therefore, L ſhould 
have been a Diſgrace to that Party, and not to this whereot 1 
now am. I eſteem that to be one of the WORST of all my 
Ins which I then lived in, which this Man accounts to be his 
Excellency and Glory, viv. the Reproaching and Reviling oi 
the Dienten. {nd I with that He may not w, as I did 


euer hates his Brother, is a Murderer ; and ye know that #5 
Aturderer hath Eternal Life abiding in him. Diſſenters 


the 


C 237 
the ame Fundamental Faith, worſhipping the ſame GOD in 
Hu- the Name of the Lord Jeſus, having the ſame Morel Com- 
101, hands for the Rule of rhen Lives : (And if all this will not 
9% make them Chriſtians, they were Baptizedby thoſe Miniſters 
for hrho were Ordained by Dioceſan Biſhops ; and yet theſe my 
te Brethren T hated, which St John declares to be a Damning 
ne- Pin) I pray GOD give Mr Apate a Timely Repentance tor 
n ſo nd from it alſo. In a Word; As to this Particular, I thank 
1A- OD, I know ſo much of my Weakneſs and Sinfulneſs, as to 
and be beneath the Praiſes of Men; and ſo much of the inocency 
r be pf my Life and Practice before Men, that I am above all the 
4 " landerous Reproaches and Lying Accuſations of Malevolens 
the Perſons. | 7 
pro- AS to that Unworthy and Diſingenious perverting and diſ- 
orting of thoſe Words in my Little Book of Schi, ſo con- 
rary to the Words and Sentences themſelves, and ta my Mind 
and nd Intention, I need to ſay nothing, ſeeing it hath been dee 
1177 ected and confuted by otliers already. | 


BUT as to that Grand Crimination of Diſſention, becauſe 
Jati- pf Worldly Profit and Aduantages; as he takes too much up- 
Citi» n him to Judge of our Conſciences and Ends, fo this Accuia- 
acter ion is againſt Experience. Sceing Mr. Agate, in his Extra- 
Vain hagant Heat againſt the Non. Cons of this City, hath put me 
ſhall In the Van, as the Great BUTT of his envenomed Arrows, both 
112145 n his Diſcourſes and Books, I ſhall give a Brief and True 
emed Narrative of my felt. Having been in Oxford ſeveral Years 
en Ot etore the Reſtoration of K. CHARLES the Second, and ha- 
En- ing in all my Studys devoted 2 ſelf, and ſubſerviated them 
f a- fothe Miniſtry of the Goſpel, I ſaw there was no poſſibility of 
'n as feing apublick Miniſter, without a full Conformity; where- 
ould Fore I applied my ſelf with the greateſt Sincerity and Iuparti- 
reot I Hey T could, with earneſt Prayers to GOD, tor his Guidance 
1 my Ind Illumination to the Study of the Controverſ7, and read 
e his Pooks of both Parties, Dr. Ames, Gillaſpy againſt Confornoi- 
ng ol fr, Mr. Sprint, Judicious Hooker, with other Pieces Pro and 
n; and upon all concluded, that *twas my Sateſt Cour ſe, 
eable fccording to my beſt Inftruffion, not to Conform; and ſo ac- 
been ſordingly Reſolved, and have hitherta Practiſed, ( home to 
"hoſo- e 758th Year of my Age) and now, whileſt under bodi!y 
at 89 f eakneſs and great Pains, within View of the Grave and E- 
enters fruity, I declare my ſelf fully Satisfied in my Nonconformie 
lood ;/; and as 30 my Sincerity in the Pradfise of Religion, I can 
eſſing | 85 ; Be, | appeat 


Ou Ol GA I ana." 


„ 


—— 


— — 


— 2 — 
> "ae; 


— — k 
z: „ 6 
- — — Ras g * 


— - = - 
„r — 2 — 
1 be A — —— 
. 3. 5. "FE EIT 
- * Tx <_ * $ . — 2 
1 
* 
2 0 


Fl : 
| * 
WE 
\ ov, 
* "1 
1 71 
ſ *:1 
15 ; 
14 


c —— 
——— — —A 5 


8 — —_— — 
— - 


- GS * — 
— — — — 
— — 


——— — ＋— 


„ 


—_—— OW OCW. * 
* x4 — * 11 0 © 


— — + 


— I . 
r 
7 © 233571 — 1 mo 
* * E 


We , * — — 


|. 


4 
- 


ſoon be Concluded. 


— - 1 
—— 2 OR _ 2 — — — 5 — — — — — — —é— 
* n ern * 0 + 2 A 7 3 — ons — 
- + . 5 e * by + 7 P's 7 4 
7 Z- * * . o - ” . . 


4 


h / 5 oy 5  F 1. 
* : £1 R 


” 7 4 \ "C200 7 f 
d "+ "hd e 2 * + 3 ; *. - Md . 
3 4 * 0 ; y - 
. 5 g , . . 
8 . 4 - - 2 4 , 4 " + 1 
' — 1. „ 
* = e 1 , * 1 s 


appeal to the archer of Hearts, and Tyyer of Reins, wha 
Alone can Judge. For all my Norldly Inteseſi lay on the o- 
ther Hand, all my Relations and Friends being Epiſcopalians 
and greatly Prejudiced againſt ee and I Had ſome w 

na 


might have been uhſtrumental to have procured me Confidera- 


ble Forge Advantages, if I would have Conformed. 


' WHEN Icame Home, I preached among the Diſcrting 


Party Gratis; for I was Advanced above the Neceſſity of Re. 


aerving. Upon the Furſt Liberty under King Charles the 2d, 
I preached 3 in their Congregations, and took ſome 
little Pay for thoſe Labours; and when that Liberty was re. 
moved, I went conſtantly tt the preblick on the Lords-Day, 
And therefore, though on other Days I Preached, and admini. 
ſtred the Sacrament unto them ſecretly, yet I would receive 
no Beneficence from them, though they Generouſly offered it. 
Since we have had a publick Tolleration, and, by the Good 
Providence of GOD, Acts of Parliament tor the ſame, I have 
been a publicł Preacher with the reſt,of niy Brethren, and ha ve 


received preblick Pay with them, wherein our People are very 


Free and Bountiful; yet, notwithſtanding, I believe, if Mr, 
e ſhould receive no more, and have no farther proſpe& 


 Agat 
of” greater Income, he would deem himſelf poorly Requited for 


his great Zeal againſt Noncomſormity. 


If we had All of us more Humility, Charity, Pru 
dence and Piety, thefe CONTROVERSIES would 


